
Review article | Published 21 July 2021 | doi:10.4414/CVM.2021.w10071
Cite this as: Cardiovasc Med. 2021;24:w10071

Supr aventricular tach ycardia
Krisai Philipp a,b , Sticherling Christian a,c

a Cardiovascular Research Institute Basel, University Hospital Basel, Basel, Switzerland
b Electrophysiology and Ablation Unit and LIR YC, CHU de Bordeaux, Bordeaux-Pessac, France
c Department of Cardiology , University Hospital Basel, University of Basel, Switzerland

Summary

This review focuses on the updated recommendations for
the management of supraventricular tachycardia, espe-
cially on the three most common types: atrioventricular
nodal re-entrant tachycardia, atrioventricular re-entrant
tachycardia, and atrial tachycardia
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Acute management without established diag-
nosis
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Atrioventricular nodal r e-entrant tachycardia
(AVNRT)
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Acute management
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Chronic management
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Table 1: Acute and chronic management of supraventricular tachycardia. Adapted from [1] with permission.
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Atrioventricular r e-entrant tachycardia
(AVRT)
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Figure 1: : Electrocardiographic examples of different supraventricular tachycardia. From left to right: Typical (short RP) and atypical (long
RP) atrioventricular nodal re-entrant tachycardia (AVNRT). Orthodromic atrioventricular re-entrant tachycardia (AVRT) with right bundle branch
aberrancy during tachycardia and spontaneous tachycardia termination (arrow) with evidence of preexcitation during sinus rhythm. Focal atrial
tachycardia (AT) originating from posterolateral in the right atrium (Note that the limb and chest leads were not recorded simultaneously).
Macro-reentrant atrial tachycardia (common flutter) with 2:1 and 3:1 conduction.

Figure 2: : Schematic presentation of different supraventricular tachycardia circuits. From Shah et al with permission [21]. AVN = atrioventricu-
lar node; AP = accessory pathway; AVNRT = atrioventricular nodal re-entrant tachycardia; AVRT = atrioventricular re-entrant tachycardia; AT =
atrial tachycardia; AFL = atrial flutter; A. fib = atrial fibrillation; MAT = multifocal atrial tachycardia; NCT = narrow complex tachycardia.
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